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You don’t have to give things up for Lent—honestly.  Let’s be 
honest, if we give up cheese, chocolate or wine it’s probably 
purely for our own benefit, not out of any sense of helping 
others.  This year, why not take something on instead?  It 
could be giving a bit more time or money to charity.  Maybe 
visiting someone who is lonely or ill.  Be a bit more eco 
friendly and turn off lights we don’t need or use less water.  
Whatever you decide to, do it with a smile, after all, the Bi-
ble tells us Jesus not only came to give us life, He came to 
give us a more rich and satisfying life.  So Love Life. X  
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For God loved the world so much that he GAVE his 

one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him will not perish, but have eternal life.   

John 3:16 

God doesn’t do Lent—He only Gives 
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The Pocklington Group of Parishes 

Combined Benefices of Londesborough Wold and Pocklington Wold 

      Church Office  T: 01759 306045 E: office@allsaints.plus.com 

WWW.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

Home Visits  
The Vicar and the Pastoral Team are always pleased to visit at home and if desired to bring 
Home Communion.  If you would welcome a visit or if someone you know would, then please do 
let us know, as we regard it as an important part of our ministry.  Initially please contact the 
Pastoral Team Coordinator who will then make the arrangements.   
Contact Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel: 01759 307479 or email bronnie.broadhurst@hotmail.com 

Vicar                                         Rev G Hollingsworth              01759 302133 

Asst Curate House for Duty       Rev R Wilson                           01759 529126 

   Ministry Team 

AJB Tony Burdon ECS Elizabeth Stott MB Mike Bailey 

AH Annie Harrison FB Freda Bailey PMB Pam Burdon 

BB Bronnie Broadhurst GH Geoff Hollingsworth RN Rodney Nicholson 

BJ Brian James JH Joy Hadley REW Rachel Wilson 

BS Brian Snelson LJS Les Slow SJ Shelagh Jones 

DVR David Rumbelow     

Pastoral Coordinator                                Bronnie Broadhurst        01759 307479. 

Group Safeguarding Representative      Revd Les Slow                  01759 303888  

Church Wardens 
St Giles, Burnby 

Mr Christopher Soukup 

Mr John Hewitt 

 

01759 306154 

01759 302622 

 

St Ethelburga, Great Givendale 

Mr Joe Goodhart 

Michelle Stephenson 

 

01759 368817 

01759 373629 

St Martin, Hayton 

Mrs Elizabeth Thackeray 

 

 

01759 304317 

St Mary, Huggate 

Mrs Ruth Braithwaite 

Mrs S Dale 

 

01377 288422 

01377 288233 

All Saints, Londesborugh 

Mrs Joan Fletcher 

 

01430 873554 

St Margaret, Millington 

Mrs S Sheard 

 

0759 304783 

St James, Nunburnholme 

Dr Brian James 

Dr Andrew Henworth              

 

01377 288148 

01759 302156 

All Saints, Pocklington 

Mr Bryan Myerscough 

 

01759 303331 

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe 

Mrs Freda Bailey 

Mr Steve Jones 

 

 

01430 873318 

01430 871612 
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Praise Gathering 

 
Fellowship  Prayer Songs     

Hymns 

Readings Refreshments 

 
At Barmby Moor Methodist Church 

28 February  31 March 

start at 7.30pm 

No charge       superb supper 

All Welcome 

 

Prayers for Healing 

At All Saints Pocklington 

In the Lady Chapel 

Every Monday 

12 noon 

For about half an hour 

Please feel free to ask for prayer, and/
or join us. 

 
Contact Paddy Palmer 

01759 304099 

All Saints Church, Shiptonthorpe 
Every Friday morning at 09.30 am  

Morning Prayers  Come and join with us for:  
20 minutes of prayer for the parish, in the parish 

Home Group is held Wednesdays,  in Ship-
tonthorpe 7.00 for tea/coffee, cake and chat.  

At 7ish we get started. 
We would love to have you come along. 

All are welcome 
Call 01430 873318 to check venue 

 

Everyone is welcome at any or all of the 
meetings that are in The Link. 

Coffee Mornings  
Tuesdays 9.30—11.30 

at  
All Saints Church Pocklington 

Proceeds to Mission 

Natterbox 

Most Thursdays  

10.30—12 Midday 

Methodist Church 

Shiptonthorpe 
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From the Vicarage 

Saint Valentine 

Walk into a shop this month and your attention is drawn to  Val-
entine's Day.  Gifts  and heart shaped cards on full display.  Alt-
hough  people have heard of this day, do we know the back-
ground to it?  Valentine's Day comes from the story of Saint Val-
entine who has been commemorated in the Church since the 
year 496, established by Pope Gelasius, who included Valen-
tine's name in a list of  those whose names are justly reverenced 
among men, but whose acts are known only to God. 
 
All that is reliably known of Saint Valentine is his name, and that he was martyred  on 14

th
 Febru-

ary 270 AD, and buried in a cemetery on the Via Flaminia in Rome. 
 

In the days of Valentine, in 3
rd

 century Rome, the Roman Emperor Claudius had ordered all citi-
zens to worship twelve pagan gods, and made it a crime, punishable by death, to associate with 
Christians.   Valentine was a Christian and a priest and dedicated to the teachings of Christ.  Not 
even the threat of death could keep Valentine from practicing his beliefs.  Valentine  married cou-
ples, which he had to do in  secret, because Christian religious practices were illegal. 

Valentine was eventually caught by the Roman authorities, imprisoned and tortured for performing 
Christian marriage ceremonies, against the commands of the Emperor.   He was sentenced to a 
three part execution of a beating, stoning, and finally decapitation. 

Valentine was in prison, awaiting his execution,  one of the men who was to judge Valentine, As-
terius, had a daughter. Julia,  who was blind from birth.  Recognising that Valentine was an edu-
cated man Asterius asked him to teach his blind daughter,. Valentine read  stories  to her of 
Rome's history, described the world of nature, taught her arithmetic and told her about God. 

Valentine, does God really hear our prayers? Julia asked him. 
Yes, my child, He hears each one. 

Every morning and every night I pray that I might see.  I want to see everything you've told me 
about! 

God does what is best for us if we believe in Him, Valentine said. 

They sat quietly together, praying.  Suddenly there was a brilliant light in the prison cell.   

Overjoyed, Julia shouted, Valentine, I can see!  

Afterwards Valentine wrote her a note encouraging her to continue to trust and believe in God and 
signed it, From Your Valentine. 

The next morning Valentine's sentence was carried out, February 14, 270 A.D., near a gate that 
was later named Porta Valentini in his memory.  He was buried at what is now the Church of Prax-
edes in Rome.  It is said that Julia planted a pink-blossomed almond tree near his grave.  Today, 
the almond tree remains a symbol of abiding love and friendship.  Today cards are sent to those 
we love and simply signed From Your Valentine.  Christianity was legalised 43 years after his 
death and following the martyrdom of countless, nameless others, who died rather than renounce 
their faith. 

Although the reasons for sending Valentine Cards are not the same as originally intended, the 
name of Valentine is kept alive, something Valentine could never have dreamed of in the 3

rd
 cen-

tury when he was in prison awaiting execution for practicing his faith. 

As we reflect on Valentine we are moved by his courage and willingness to pay the ultimate price 
for  his faith and beliefs.  His life truly shows the cost of discipleship.  May we be encouraged by 
his example and find courage to live and share our faith today.      Geoff 
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News from Burnby 
A very entertaining evening was had by all when 

local actor Chris Cade per-
formed 'A Christmas Carol' 
with a little audience partici-
pation.  We are looking for-
ward to Chris coming back to 
perform  

The Rise and Fall of Railway King, George Hudson, on Friday 7th April. 
 
Thanks to everyone who took 
part in our Christmas festivities 
from carol singing and Christ-
mas card deliveries, to taking 
part in and providing refresh-
ments for our Carol service.   
A special thank you to Carol 
and Mike for hosting the 
Christmas afternoon tea and 
Christmas cracker making 
demonstration and to everyone 
who helped decorate the Church.  Well done to Holly and Sara for creating an 
amazing gingerbread model of St Giles! 
 
The following services will take place during February and March: 
 

5 February: Family Communion led by Rachel, assisted by Bronnie. 
 

5 March: All Age Worship led by Bronnie. 
 

26 March: Mothering Sunday All Age Worship led by Bronnie. 
 

Details of the  
February and March 
coffee mornings will 
be circulated by email 
as usual. 
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News from Londesborough 

 

Spring is on the way!   

The Snowdrops are 

peeping through and 

showing little white tips. 

 

Snowdrop Sundays, 

February 12th & 19th will  

soon be here. 

Open 10.30am to 4pm.  

No charge but donations in the church for Church funds please. 

The historic church will be open with second hand books for sale, also 

History of Londesborough by David Neave, with displays of local inter-

est. 

Refreshments available in the Reading Room from 11am to 4pm 

(in case of fog or snow another date may have to be arranged. 

 

Friday 19th May. -  Dance to the music of the Irish Band Shiznitz.  Pie 
and Pea supper all for £10.  We look forward to a really FUN NIGHT.  

More details in the next edition of The Link. 

 

Coffee Mornings:   

Feb 2
nd 

Church View with Terry and  
   Diane 

Mar 2
nd

 2 Stable Court with Marie 

Apr 6
th

 The Old School House with  
   Diane and Richard 

May 4
th

 Church View 
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Mothering Sunday 

Word Search 

Teacher asked a child a question:  If your Mum bakes an apple pie and 
there are seven in your family—Mum, Dad and 5 children, what fraction of 
the pie would you get?  The child replied, A sixth. 

Oh dear, you don’t know your fractions very well, remember, there are 7 of 
you, said the teacher. 

The child responded (respectfully), Yes Miss, but you don’t know my Mum 
very well.  Mum would say she didn’t want any pie……... 
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Children If you can trace this picture onto an acetate, or greaseproof pa-

per and colour it in, it will make a lovely sun catcher.  Or just colour, cut out 
and stick it on some coloured card.  A lovely gift for your Mum. 
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Services for February 2017 

 

 

 
Date Time Parish Services President Preacher Assistant 

5 February 
4 before Lent 

8.00am 
Pocklington HC BCP GH     

9.15am 
  
  

Burnby FC CW REW REW BB 

Hayton HC CW GH GH   

Huggate AAW AH     

10.45am 
  
  
  

Londesborough MP BCP REW REW   

Nunburnholme AAW DVR DVR   

Pocklington FC CW AJB PMB BB 

Shiptonthorpe HC BCP SJ SJ   

12 February 
3 before Lent 

9.15am 
  
  

Gt Givendale MP BCP ECS     

Huggate MP CW RN RN   

Millington HC BCP GH GH   

10.45am 
  
  

Londesborough HC BCP RN RN   

Pocklington SE CW GH GH JH 

Shiptonthorpe AAW MB MB FB 

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP DVR DVR   

19 February 
2 before Lent 

8.00am 
Pocklington HC BCP RN     

9.15am 
  

Hayton MP CW REW REW   

Huggate HC CW GH GH   

10.45am 
  
  

Nunburnholme FC CW REW REW BJ 

Pocklington SE CW GH BB BB 

Shiptonthorpe MP BCP RN RN   

26 February 
Next before 

Lent 

9.15am 
  
  

Gt Givendale HC BCP GH GH   

Huggate MP CW REW REW   

Millington MP CW DVR DVR   

10.45am 
  
  

Londesborough MP CW DVR DVR   

Pocklington SE CW RN REW REW 

Shiptonthorpe FC CW GH GH   

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP ECS     
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Services for March 2017 

 

 

1
st

 March - Ash Wednesday 

 

 Time Place President Preacher Assistant Service 

8.00am Pocklington HC CW REW DVR   

7.00pm Pocklington HC CW GH DVR   

              

Date Time Perish Service President Preacher Assistant 

5 March 
Lent 1 

8.00am 
Pocklington HC BCP GH   

9.15am 
  

Burnby FS CW BB BB  

Hayton HC CW PMB AJB  

Huggate AAW REW REW AH 
10.45am 
  
  

Londesborough MP BCP REW REW  

Nunburnholme AAW BJ   

Pocklington FC CW GH BB BB 

Shiptonthorpe HC BCP PMB AJB  

12 
march 
Lent 2 

9.15am 
  

Gt Givendale MP BCP REW REW  

Huggate MP CW BS BS  

Millington HC CW GH GH JH 

10.45am 
  

Londesborough HC CW RN RN  

Pocklington SE CW GH GH PD 

Shiptonthorpe MP BCP SJ SJ  

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP ECS   

19 
March 
Lent 3 

8.00am 
Pocklington HC BCP REW   

9.15am 
Hayton MP CW SJ SJ  

Huggate HC CW RN RN  

10.45am 
  

Nunburnholme FC CW REW BB BB 
Pocklington SE CW RN RN ECS 

Shiptonthorpe FC CW SJ SJ  

26 
March 
Lent 4 

9.15am Burnby Special BB BB  

 Gt Givendale HC BCP GH GH  

 Huggate Special REW REW AH 

 Millington Special BS BS JH 

10.45am Londesborough Special RN RN  

 Pocklington SE CW GH PD BB 

 Shiptonthorpe Special SJ SJ  

4.00pm Pocklington EP BCP DVR DVR  
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News from Nunburnholme  

HMS Pinafore performance by  
The Celebration Singers 
In November, our friends and families 
were suitably entertained by another fan-
tastic performance from the talented Cel-
ebration Singers with the comic opera, 
HMS Pinafore, by Gilbert and Sullivan.   
Light refreshments were served by the 
Jubilee Committee and all funds raised on the evening were donated to 
the ongoing maintenance of our church and church yard.  Many thanks 
to everyone who supported this event, £183 was given to the 
Jubilee Committee.  

Martha's fund raising for our village Christmas 
Tree 
Martha Hardcastle, who is 7 years old, decided to 
raise funds for a village Christmas Tree by running 
from her house in Nunburnholme to Burnby and 
back!  However, Martha was not alone, her Mum-
my Alison ran with her.  Martha raised the amazing 
sum of £60.  Well done Martha, and thank you 
very much! 
 
Carol Service and Nativity 
The children, under 
Emma Jane's crea-
tive direction, pro-
vided a delightful 

Nativity as part of the Carol Service on 
Sunday 18th December.  A big thank you 
to the very capable readers and perform-
ers, plus the supporting adults who con-
tributed towards our special Christmas 
service.  Afterwards the congregation 
gathered for fellowship with mulled wine and mince pies. 
 
Mrs Boswell's Singers 
As per tradition Mrs Boswell lead the carol singing around our village on 
Saturday 17th December.  This year there were 6 adults and 2 children 
participating; their tuneful singing raised the commendable sum of 
£125.00!  Heartfelt thanks go to all who support this village tradition, 
which has been going for well over 50 years, long may it continue........  
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What a great start to 2017!  
Your generous donations for the 'Christmas Greetings Board' in the bus 
shelter raised £41.70 towards the Jubilee Committee funds. The money 
will help to maintain our beautiful church and the church yard.  Many 
thanks on behalf of the Jubilee Committee……. 
 

Ringing in the New Year 
Perhaps you heard the bells when seven of our 
Nunburnholme Bell Ringing Band and five sup-
porters met in church at 11.30pm on New Year's 
Eve.  The tenor bell tolled twelve strikes at mid-
night afterwards we rang for 10 minutes to cele-
brate.  The celebrations ended with us singing 
Auld Lang Syne and toasting the new year with 
bubbly! 
 

Bell Ringers Christmas Dinner 
To celebrate another successful year of ringing 
the Nunburnholme Band held their Christmas 
Dinner, for ringers, friends and families, at The Plough in Allerthorpe on 
Tuesday 1 
7th January.  The large gathering of twenty-one had a great evening, eat-
ing home cooked food and enjoying the good company.   If anyone is in-
terested in either seeing how the bells work or learning to ring, please 
contact Ann 304311.  We are always looking to increase the numbers in 
our band - ringing provides mental and physical exercise, an opportunity 
to make new friends and to participate in team work!  
 

Special thanks go to Neil for selling half of the 862 tickets! 
hobby for 2017? 
 

A great Christmas Draw results 
First prize - lady's bicycle Rochelle Marsden, Warter 
Shop no:58   
Hamper - Linda Kidd, Roseberry House no:742 
Whisky - M. Baggalby,  c/o N. Atkinson no:783 
Red bedding - A Fravigar, Park Gate Cottage no:125 
Gold bedding - A. Griffiths, c/o Neil Atkinson no:428 
Golf Prize - D. Ord, c/o Neil Atkinson no:1130 
Spade - Jenny Hastings, no:204 
Wine - T. Masterson, c/o Neil Atkinson no:101 

Wine - Keith Holliday, c/o Neil Atkinson no:626 
The Christmas Draw raised the amazing sum of £862 for the upkeep 
and maintenance of our church.   
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News from Shiptonthorpe 

 

The Guardians of Our Heritage – Part 1 

A few Shiptonthorpe buildings are really old, some 
date back to the 18th Century – we have 6 houses in 
the village from that time, all awarded Grade II List-
ing by English Heritage.  But All Saints Church 
stretches much further back in history, and is the only 
Grade I Listed Building in our village.  Part of the 
church (the central nave) was built in the 12th Centu-
ry.  And the original lower half of the tower, the north 
aisle and the chancel were built in the 13th Century.  
The building is extremely old, and over the years 
(mainly in the 16th and 19th Centuries) it has under-
gone regular restoration.  It’s now showing the inevi-
table wear and tear resulting from so many years of 
existence. 

Used for church services over the 9 centuries – christenings, weddings and funer-
als, as well as normal Sunday and other services – the elements of wind and rain, 
snow and ice, and the occasional hot, sunny spells, have impacted on the building.  

The slate tiles have thinned and are breaking away 
from their supports.  The wooden roof structure and 
boarding supporting the roof are rotting.  The gutter-
ing, rainwater pipes and drainage are no longer effec-
tive.  The masonry of the outside of the church is 
heavily pitted and weather beaten.  Some of the 
stained-glass windows are in a poor state.  The inevi-
table ingress of rainwater has damaged the plaster-
work.  All in all, despite the care taken within the 
church, with regular cleaning, fresh flowers often on 
display and occasional heating to drive the damp 

away, the building has had its day.  English Heritage declared 2½ years ago that 
the church was at risk of failure or loss, and it was placed on the 2014 “Heritage 
at Risk” Register. 

What to do?  Over the following 18 
months, the Church Council arranged 
for the building to be examined by our 
church architect, and drew up plans 
on how best to remedy the significant 
structural weaknesses.  But the result 
was a plan with a large bill attached to 
the works!!  And so, the ChurchCoun-
cil sought funding from the only 
source with a deep pocket – the Herit-
age Lottery Fund.  And our application 
found favour with the bid assessors, 
though more money is still needed for 
the extensive work required to bring 
the church building into the 
21st Century. 

The Guardians of Our Heritage – Part 2 – next issue of the Link 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 
 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer Service,  written 
by Christian women, is held on the first Friday of March 
each year so this year it will be held: 
 

on 
Friday, 3rd March, at 2 pm  

at 
 All Saints’ Church, Market Weighton.   . 

 
The Day of Prayer service for 2017 has been written by the Christian women 
of the Philippines and all are invited to be part of the service – men, women 
and children. Over 36 hours, 170 countries will have taken part. In England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland over 5,000 services will be held, focusing on the 
theme of ‘‘Am I being unfair to you?”   
We should like to invite everyone to this moving and enjoyable service. 

Nattabox is held most Thursdays at The 

Methodist Church from 10.30  - 12 

It is an opportunity for a bit of food and a lot of 

friendship.  It would be lovely to see some 

new folk come along.  Mums/Dads/Carers, 

there is lots of room for buggies (and their oc-

cupants).  If you are free on Thursday morn-

ings, why not give it a try. 

There will be a special service for  

Mothering Sunday at  

All Saints church 

26th March at 10.45. 

Tea, coffee and Quality Street after and a gift for all Mums/Carers 

ALL WELCOME 
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Jump on Board! 
Do you, or someone you know, need help getting to the doc-
tors,hospital, opticians, shopping or just to visit a friend? 
Local charity Beverley Community Lift is 
expanding its volunteer community car 
service into the Pocklington area, to 
help local elderly, disabled and rurally 

isolated people to get out and about.  
The charity has been operating in Beverley for over 46 
years and also offers a similar service in and around 
Market Weighton. 
If you would like to use this car service in Pocklington or  
surrounding villages, please call Beverley Community Lift on 01482 868082 and 
register your interest. 
Volunteer drivers are urgently needed to get this new service up and running. Full 
training will be given to volunteer drivers, and you just give as much or as little time 
as you can.  If you would like to volunteer and help people in your local community, 
please call 0148 868082 or email: info@bclift.org.uk. 
 

Pocklington Support Group Meetings 

Meetings are held at Burnby Hall, 

Pocklington on: 

18
th
 March 

22
nd

 April 

20
th
 May 

From 2pm to 4pm for refreshments and friendship 

Information and support for patients and carers. 

Guest speakers and entertainment sometimes too! 

For more information, call Michael Shepherd on 01759 306741 

You are invited to a Coffee Morning at All Saints Pocklington on 

Tuesday 28th February from 09.45 to 11.30. 

There will be a cake stall, soft toys, books, a high quality tombola 

and tea and coffee 

All funds and donations will go to P.S.P. Progressive Supranuclear 

Palsy to help with their massive research programme searching for 

a cure into his brutal illness.  For more details call Michael 

on 01759 306741 

mailto:info@bclift.org.uk
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Welcome to Warter 
 

The first half term of 2017 at Warter 
has whisked by and half term is just 
around the corner.  It has been a busy 
and successful term with the children 
learning about new themes and experi-
ences, especially: Owl’s Aviation theme 
with a focus on Amy Johnson and a visit 
to the Elvington Air Museum, the Warter 
Babies Castle, Knights and Princess 
theme with a visit from a Knight and a Knights and Princess Ball.  Red Kites 
have been very excited about the visit from ZooLab to investigate different 
habitats of animals and having the opportunity to handle many unusual animals.   

 

The Year 5 children are going to 
the Anne Frank Exhibition at 
Archbishop Holgates School which 
will give the Year 7 and 8 children 
at Archbishop Holgate’s School an 
opportunity to explain to the 
younger children the life of Anne 
Frank.   

Anne Frank who the Year 5 chil-
dren are finding out more about. 

 

The children in Merlin’s class will visit York Minster 
later this term to have the opportunity to take part 
in prayer and reflection. 

Freda Bailey will kindly accompany this visit in her 
role as a foundation Governor at Warter School. 
 

 All these visitors and visits are made possible by the 
kind donations from parents towards the cost which 
enhances the quality of experiences we can provide 
for the children.  

We must also thank the Friends of Warter for their 
fund raising which enables funds to be donated to-
wards these visits.   
 

The righteous considers the needs of the poor.  Proverbs 29:7 

God sends children to enlarge our hearts and make us unself-
ish and full of kindly sympathies and affections.  
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Samara’s Aid Appeal –  

for the relief of suf-
fering through the pro-
vision of humanitarian 
and medical aid In Syria 
and Iraq. 

Samara’s vision was born as she 
prayed about the humanitarian 
crisis.  She says, ‘In a world 
where there is so much luxury 
amid so much poverty, those who 
have, need to share with those 
who don’t.  There is so much 
suffering, and the needs are so 
great yet every one of us can do something to make a 
difference.’  Samara’s ethos is not just about saving lives but 
about giving an act of Christian love, giving goods of only the best 
quality, to those who have lost everything. 

Your response to this appeal 
shows that you share this vision.  
We have been overwhelmed by 
your generosity.  As I write this 
short article, All Saints at Ship-
tonthorpe resembles a clothing 
warehouse more than a church.  
When I left Church this evening 

(25 January) we had over 40 boxes packed ready to be taken to 
the collection point, more clothing yet to be sorted and the prom-
ise of more to come. 

A huge thank you for all your donations, to all the villagers who 
have taken this appeal to their heart, also thankyou to other 
friends in the local villages in the Wolds, thank you to Cherry Bur-
ton, Huggate, Goodmanham, Nunburnholme, and Pocklington.  Also, 
thank you to Tesco, Market Weighton and Sainsbury’s, Pocklington 
who have given us the banana boxes.                   Mike Bailey 
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Life according to donkey.  One day a farmer’s donkey fell 

down a well.  The animal cried piteously for hours as the farmer tried 

to work out what to do.  In the end he decided that as the donkey was 

old, the well was dry and needed filling in anyway, it was better to do 

it there and then as quickly as possible.  He invited the whole neigh-

bourhood to come and help him.  They all came with their spades and 

started to shovel dirt into the well.  The poor 

donkey began to bray loudly, but then, he 

quickly quietened down.  They all carried 

on shovelling, some- what subdued.  After a 

while the farmer looked down to see how 

far the well was filling in.  He was amazed at 

what he saw.  Every shovel of dirt that hit the 

donkeys back, the don- key shook it off, and took 

a step up…….The neighbours carried on 

shovelling, and the donkey just kept shaking 

it off and taking anoth- er step up!!  Eventually 

the donkey reached the top, stepped over the top, had one last shake 

and trotted off. 

The moral of the story:  Life is, and probably already has, shov-

elled dirt on you, all kinds of dirt.  Dirt that has weighed you down 

and pressed hard on you, made you feel as if you are stuck in a well.  

Don’t let it.  The trick to getting out of the well is to keep shaking off 

the dirt and taking a step up, just one step at a time.  Each of our 

troubles is like a stepping stone.  We can get out of the deepest of 

The Bible says, I will bring that group through the fire and make them pure.  I will 

refine them like silver and purify them like gold.  They will 

call on my name and I will answer them.  I will say, ‘These 

are my people.’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is our 

God.’  (Zechariah 13:9) 

We can let our troubles bog us down, or we can use them to 

refine us into better, beautiful people.  Still stuck in a dirty mine, or hammered on 

and made into a thing of beauty.  Call on God to help you, and He will. 
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 All Saints, Pocklington—LENT 2017 
 
The Churches Together in Pocklington Lent Course: 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm at Pocklington Christian Fellowship com-
mencing 7th March 
Thursdays at 11.00am at All Saints Pocklington commencing 
9th March 
(The Thursday sessions are a repeat of the Tuesday 
sessions, providing a choice of day and time). 
 
Tuesdays during Lent. 
Revd Rachel Wilson will lead a weekly Reflection in the Lady Chapel at All 
Saints, Pocklington. This will be held at 12 noon and will last just 15 minutes, 
beginning on Tuesday 7th March. The theme 'Ways of Praying' will enable us to 
reflect on the life, legacy and spiritual character of six influential Christians, 
including both well known and lesser known Saints and modern interpreters of 
traditions of prayer and spirituality.  
  
Lent commences on Ash Wednesday 1st March with Holy Communion at All 
Saints Pocklington at 8.00am and 7.00pm 

 
Mothering Sunday is on 26th March this year.   Special services will be 

held in many of our churches, 
and whilst we cannot provide all 
of the things mentioned on the 
left, I’m sure we can manage 
some—a bit of a talk, a bit of a 
chat, and probably coffee (or 
tea if preferred) 
I’m sure you would be warmly 
welcomed too, and there would 
probably be a small floral gift 
too. 
So, children (of all ages) drag 
your Mum (or carer) along - it 
might save you spending so much 
pocket money 


